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" How about McKenna ? " I asked; to which he
replied:

" Oh! he's all right, and in perfect agreement

with the Prime Minister. X-----is mad not to see that

we must mobilize at once ! "

" Don't fret!" I said calmly," neither X-----nor Z-----

will have the smallest influence over Henry; his mind
has been made up from the first and no one will be
able to change it now."

On Saturday the ist we read in the papers that
Germany had declared war upon Russia.

The Benckendorffs* dined with us that night and we
had a lively altercation. He said that it was not the
Kaiser but his War Party that had prompted the Germans
to make this move. I disagreed, as I could not but
think that the Kaiser, being the big figure in Germany,
was unlikely to be influenced by his son or by any person
or Party. I added impulsively that I was glad that we
could act together as a nation independent of every other
country, which was not very tactful, but I could not help
thinking how much I would have disliked any alliance
with a country as misgoverned as Russia, and remembered
in that connection the saying that " Britons never, never
will be Slavs ! "

We were still worried over the Irish question, and after
dinner I wrote a line to Mr. Redmond telling him that
he had the opportunity of his life of setting an unforget-
table example to the Carsonites if he would go to the House
of Commons on the Monday and in a great speech offer
all his soldiers to the Government; or, if he preferred it,
write and offer then to the King. It appeared to me that
it would be a dramatic thing to do at such a moment, and
might strengthen the claim of Ireland upon the gratitude
of the British people.

On Sunday morning, August the 2nd, he replied to
me in the following letter:
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